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view of finding precedents as to questions of the
presidency of synods, and of ecclesiastical hierarchy
in general. Among all churches, that of Eome
appears to possess a special right of initiative. But
this initiative was far from being synonymous with
infallibility; for Eusebius declares that he had read
letters in which bishops strongly blamed Victor's
conduct.1

III.

Authority loves authority: the possessors of autho-
rity of every kind hold out a hand to one another.
Men as conservative as were the heads of the Church
of Eome must have felt a strong temptation towards
reconciliation with the power of the State, which
they admitted to be often exerted for good. This
tendency had been noticeable from the earliest days
of Christianity. Jesus himself had laid down the
rule. For him, the image and superscription on the
coin were the ultimate criterion of legitimate power,
a criterion which left no room for further inquiry.
"While Nero was upon the throne, Paul wrote: aLet
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